PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
and Meeting of the Anoka County Board of Commissioners**

Tuesday, May 3 – 9:00 am

Manomin Park; Historic Banfill Locke House
6666 East River Road, Fridley 55432
Public Comments
Public comments are welcome at this time. In consideration of others wishing to speak, please limit comments to 2
minutes. Questions directed to the committee will not be answered immediately; however, whenever possible, all
appropriate questions will be responded to in a timely and effective manner by county staff.

Department Updates
County Board Action Items
1. Resolutions of Authorization – 2022 Deer Management Program
Informational Items
2.
3.
4.
5.

Rice Creek West Regional Trail Corridor - Master Planning Update
Outreach Special Event
Rum River Conservation Initiative – Update
Contracts Processed

** Actions taken by this Committee do not bind the County Board. In addition to the County Commissioners appointed to
this committee, additional County Commissioners may attend. Non-committee Commissioners may choose to participate
in the discussions and/or ask questions, but they will not vote on any item, nor will they agree to take a specific action on
business conducted by the committee. If their attendance and limited participation in the committee meeting is considered
a meeting of the County Board, this shall serve as notice of a County Board meeting. This shall also serve as notice of a
County Board Meeting for any committee comprised of four or more members of the board.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR:
Chomonix Golf Course Superintendent, Greg Iden, Retires.

Life started for Greg in a small river town located in central Iowa where he learned the love for golf
and fishing until the age of seven. Then his family moved to Brookings, South Dakota where his dad
was a Professor at South Dakota State University.
Greg’s love of golf continued to flourish until he graduated from Brookings High School. Upon
graduation in 1976 he enlisted into the United States Marine Corps. Greg was selected as Top Security
Guard at Fort Mead Maryland, working in and around the Washington DC area. Greg was later
transferred to the Mojave Desert in Barstow, California, serving as a TOW weapons gunner. After being
honorably discharged from the Marine Corp, Greg returned to pursuing his passion in the golf industry.
Greg accepted a position at Brookings Country Club and over the next six years he was promoted to
Assistant Superintendent. After those six years, Greg attended the University of Minnesota, graduating
with a degree in Horticulture and Turf Grass Management. Greg then earned Superintendent positions
at various courses in Iowa and Nebraska.
Greg then accepted a Golf Course Superintendent position at Shoreland Country Club located in Saint
Peter, Minnesota. This is where he met his wife Mary and started raising their two daughters, Tiffany
and Cassel.
In 1995, Greg accepted the position of Golf Course Superintendent at Chomonix Golf Course
for Anoka County Parks. For the next quarter of a century, Greg led all golf course maintenance
operations. Throughout those years, there were many challenges and successes. Following, are some of
those highlights:
• Developed comprehensive fertilizer and chemical programs utilizing Integrated Pest Management
practices.
• Established a preventive maintenance program and equipment rotation program.
• Installed a state of art irrigation system.
• Re-constructed all sand bunkers across the golf course.
• Re-constructed seven fairways and nine pond areas correcting the massive drainage problem to
improve play.
• Recruited, trained, and developed a top-notch team of operations support technicians.
• Created and maintained extremely high maintenance and performance standards providing golfers
a safe, challenging, well-maintained golf course to play.
After forty years in the industry, Greg will enter retirement on May 6. He is looking forward to hunting,
fishing, golfing, spending more time with family, friends, and his cherished grandchildren.
On behalf of the Anoka County Parks Department, we wish Greg and his family the very best on the
leading edge of his retirement journey and we will be forever grateful for his exemplary leadership,
unmatched commitment to Chomonix’s mission, and for leaving us with one of the best cared for
public golf courses in the State of Minnesota!
- Jeff Perry
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EXPLORING NATURAL HISTORY
Wargo Nature Center has a new partner, field
guide author and local naturalist Brett Ortler,
to provide free opportunities for the public
to explore the fascinating natural history in
the Anoka County Parks. Each program has a
particular focus, such as Butterflies and Bee
Bonanza, Agates and Agate Lookalikes, and
Invertebrate and Insect BioBlitz. Held at various
parks throughout the County, these programs
provide a new opportunity for participants
to explore unique aspects of the parks and
interact with a local expert.

A CLINGY WINTER
While most of the snow piles have melted, the continued
below average temps with many nights below freezing
has delayed much of the frost from melting. While the frost
is not visible, this delay has the maintenance unit patiently
waiting to get park buildings ready for a busy warm
weather season.
Across the park system, there are 15 seasonal restrooms,
4 campground shower buildings and 6 gatehouses that
require startup preparation, pressurization, and leak
checks. Of the 25 buildings, 6 are connected to local city
infrastructure and the remaining 19 rely on a well for the
water source. The Minnesota Department of Health requires
the seasonal wells pass a water test to assure drinking
water is safe and bacteria free.
Maintenance remains confident that despite the lateness of
the weather, the facilities will be ready to welcome guests
as they eagerly return to their warm weather activities.
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CONCERTS IN THE PARK
The summer concert series is held at the performance pavilion of the Coon Rapids Dam
Regional Park. These concerts are held on Thursday evenings starting at 7pm. The scheduled
music for 2022 will feature a variety of music genres and styles - everything from jazz and
blues to country and rock n’ roll!
2022 Event Dates and Performers
June 9 – The Castaways (Variety)
June 16 – Sawyers Dream (70’s Americana)
June 23 – Rockie Lynne (Country)
July 7- Raquel & The Wildflowers (Country)
July 14 - Erik Christenson & His Support Group (Blues)
July 21 – Dirty Shorts Band (New Orleans Brass/Jazz)
July 28-

Chmielewski Fun Time Band (Polka)

August 4 - Ecuador Manta (Latin Fusion)
August 11 – The Revolution 5 (Beatles Tribute)
Bring a lawn chair and enjoy an evening of free entertainment. Anoka County Parks partners
with the City of Coon Rapids for this event and waives the park entrance fee for the evening.
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WELCOME CHRISTIAN CANCINO
The Natural Resources crew is excited to
welcome a new addition to the team.
Christian Cancino started full time on
April 13 as the third Natural Resources
Technician in the field. He brings with
him an Environmental Studies degree
in from St. John’s University. Christian
has experience leading crews with CCMI
and has been working with the Anoka
County Parks as a Seasonal Natural
Resources Technician since last May,
and proven to be a valuable asset to the
team. The Natural Resources Crew looks
forward to the additional great work
they can accomplish with another skilled
technician on the team.

NEW ASSOCIATE LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECT
The Department would like to welcome Seth Bossert,
Associate Landscape Architect, to the parks and
trails field. Seth is a Licensed Landscape Architect
and will join Karen Blaska and Danielle Sanborn in
the Planning Unit. His experience is coming from
the private sector where he worked with public
clients including watershed districts, cities, and
parks districts. He previously worked for the Ramsey
Conservation District, Carver County Soil and Water
Conservation District, and most recently with Wenck/
Stantec. His professional project experience includes
water-quality and stream/shoreline restoration
projects. Seth is a native plant enthusiast and is
looking forward to expanding his repertoire to include
parks and trails projects. The Department is excited to
have him. Welcome Seth!
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HIRING SEASONAL STAFF
Bunker Beach is in the midst of hiring seasonal staff
for the 2022 season. So far, 150 interview requests
have been sent out to applicants interested in
maintenance, lifeguarding, concessions, and guest
services.
Before Bunker Beach opens for the season, each
employee will go through an all-staff training and
a department-specific training. These training
sessions typically take around 15 hours to complete.
Lifeguards also take a full review course and add
around 30 hours of additional training before the
season even starts. Bunker Beach is also excited to
offer new programming for first time staff like mock
interviews, resume writing, and feedback regarding
cover letters for colleges.
Special announcement: Bunker Beach has lined up
several lifeguard training courses for recruiting new
guards. These courses were scheduled for April 9-10,
April 23-24, and one more comimg up May 28-29
with a Lifeguard Instructor class offered the week of
May 16.

LET’S START THE SEASON
The driving range for Chomonix Golf Course opened
for business on Monday, April 4. The Centennial
High School golf teams had been patiently waiting
to start practicing. On the first day the range was
open, the high school teams hit over 4,000 range
balls during practice. It was a beautiful sunny 55
degree day, while the forecast showed snow with
a cold extended forecast. The golf coach’s wanted
their teams to get as much practice in as possible
while the sun was shining. The golf course officially
opened on Thursday April 21 and we are looking
forward to another great season.
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COUNTY BOARD ACTION ITEM 1 – RESOLUTION FOR ISSUANCE OF PERMITS FOR THE 2022 DEER
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Parks Committee
Committee Date: May 3, 2022

County Board Date: May 10, 2022

Action Requested
To consider recommending to the County Board the adoption of Resolution 2022-PRK04 for the issuance of hunting
permits for the 2022 Deer Management Program.
Previous Committee / County Board Action
The Park Committee has previously enacted similar resolutions for more than 25 years.
Background / Analysis
The goal and long-range management plan for white-tailed deer within Anoka County Park System includes closely
monitoring deer population densities via winter aerial surveys and maintaining the deer population densities between
15-20 deer per square mile. In 2021, at total of 32 deer (13 male, 19 female) were removed during the managed deer
hunts within Bunker Hills Regional Park (6 male, 14 female) and Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve (7 male, 5
female). Controlled archery deer hunts within the Anoka County Park System are determined annually based upon the
analysis of the available survey data. The aerial survey conducted in the winter of 2022 determined deer density for
Bunker Hills Regional Park at over 47 deer per square mile, Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve at over 17 deer per
square mile, and Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park at over 34 deer per square mile. For 2022, the Parks Department
recommends conducting controlled archery deer hunts at Bunker Hills Regional Park, Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park,
and Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve during scheduled time periods in the months of October, November and
December.
Pending County Board adoption of Resolution 2022-PRK04 for the issuance of hunting permits for the 2022 Deer
Management Program, hunter applications will be available online at www.anokacountyparks.com or at the Parks
Office, Bunker Hills Activities Center, 550 Bunker Lake Blvd. NW, Andover, MN 55304. Hunters are randomly selected
based upon random lottery and preference points accumulated by previous applications. Selected hunters are required
to attend a pre-hunt orientation meeting conducted by the Anoka County Parks Department.
Conclusion / Recommendation
To consider adopting resolution 2022-PRK04 for the issuance of hunting permits for the 2022 Deer Management
Program.
Supporting Documents
Hunt Zone Maps
Resolution
Lead Staff
Andy Soltvedt, Assistant Director
Quinn Palar, Natural Resources Manager

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Anoka County, Minnesota

DATE: May 10, 2022
RESOLUTION #2022–PRK04
__________________________________________________________________________________________
RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS FOR ARCHERY DEER HUNTING IN DESIGNATED AREAS OF
BUNKER HILLS REGIONAL PARK, COON RAPIDS DAM REGIONAL PARK AND
RICE CREEK CHAIN OF LAKES PARK RESERVE
WHEREAS, the Anoka County Board of Commissioners has determined that the number of deer in Bunker Hills
Regional Park, Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park, and Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve are in excess of a
sustainable population; and,
WHEREAS, based on aerial survey indices and other deer management variables, Anoka County has
determined the deer density to be greater than 47 deer per square mile in Bunker Hills Regional Park, greater
than 34 deer per square mile in Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park, and greater than 17 deer per square mile in
Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve during the last survey; and,
WHEREAS, an excess deer population has a negative impact on the natural resources of the park, creates a
danger to users of roads and highways surrounding and within the parks; and,
WHEREAS, the management goal of Anoka County is to sustain a deer population density of 15 to 20 deer per
square mile within the park system; and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Anoka County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the
Parks Department to issue permits for archery deer hunting by state licensed hunters possessing a valid 2022
Anoka County Archery Deer Hunting Permit in designated areas of the parks. The permits shall be effective
from October 28, 2022 to and including December 31, 2022, with certain restrictions.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Anoka County Board of Commissioners does hereby request that the Parks
Department conduct an analysis of the effect of the archery hunt on the deer population and that the analysis
be conducted after the permit sunset date on December 31, 2022 and before the next 2023 deer hunting
season for consideration by the Parks Committee of the County Board.
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the cities of Andover, Coon Rapids, Blaine, Ham Lake, Lino Lakes, and Centerville
be notified of the passage of this resolution and be provided a copy of it.
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COMMITTEE INFORMATIONAL ITEM 2 – RICE CREEK WEST REGIONAL TRAIL CORRIDOR – MASTER PLANNING
UPDATE
Parks Committee
Committee Date: May 3, 2022

County Board Date: May 10, 2022

Action Requested
To provide the Parks Committee with an update on the Master Planning process for the Rice Creek West Regional Trail.
Previous Committee / County Board Action
N/A
Background / Analysis
The Parks Department is working on an update to the Rice Creek West Regional Trail Corridor Master Plan, which was
last updated in 2011. Since that time, development, redevelopment, and demographics have changed in and around
the trail corridor. This update will provide a current master plan for the future of the corridor.
Parks staff will be starting the initial public engagement process in the beginning of May. The Communication
Specialist is developing a webpage on the Parks website for the project that will explain what, why, and where of the
project and provide links to the survey. Staff are also working with the GIS Department to develop a “live” trail
corridor map that the public will be able to pin locations and comments which will also be on the website. The
Department is using some of the Highway project websites as a guide. The website should up and running in May.
Staff is also installing yard signs with QR codes at various locations along the corridor. The QR links to the Plan Your
Parks Page, that lists everything that staff is seeking input on. The link for this project’s website will also be included.
Parks staff will be contacting a variety of groups to meet and discuss the future of the corridor and will be attending the
49’ers pre-parade party, on June 16th.
This public engagement portion of the planning process will take several months. Parks staff anticipate compiling the
results and developing the draft concept plan for the trail corridor and bring it back to the Committee sometime in the
Fall of 2022.
Conclusion / Recommendation
This item is for information purposes only – no action required.
Supporting Documents
Trail Corridor Map
Lead Staff
Karen Blaska, Park Planner
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COMMITTEE INFORMATIONAL ITEM 3 – OUTREACH SPECIAL EVENT
Parks Committee
Committee Date: May 3, 2022

County Board Date: May 10, 2022

Action Requested
To provide an overview of the Conocer Los Parques/Meet the Parks Outreach Special Event.
Previous Committee / County Board Action
May 2022 – Informational Item about event
Background / Analysis
With the success of last year’s Conocer Los Parques / Meet the Parks event, the Parks Department along with the City
of Fridley and Outdoor Latino MN are planning the 2nd annual Conocer los Parques special event, scheduled for August
28, 2022 from 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm at Locke Park. Approximately 250 – 300 people attended the 2021 event and with the
help of a DJ and music, were encouraged to complete a Loteria (bingo) card by visiting each station. The stations had
different topics where volunteers provided education and activities for guests. Stations included Wargo Nature Center,
Springbrook Nature Center, Planting for Pollinators, Watershed Districts, Fishing (casting practice), Aquatic Invasive
Species, Libraries, Historical Society, Recycling and Resource Solutions, and North Suburban Arts Center. A local
instructor provided 20-minute Zumba sessions on the hour. The City of Fridley brought their Rec on the Go truck for
recreation and lawn games and Anoka County provided fat tire bikes. Guests were also able to eat cuisine from Burrito
Mercado and the Salsa Spot food trucks; Elotes from Bymore Supermercado; and ice cream treats from Blue Moo Ice
Cream. Volunteer translators were available at the activity tables to help with any Spanish language barriers.
This year, Parks staff would like to continue the incorporation of program stations with recreational activities,
environmental education, and other learning opportunities throughout the event. There will also be a DJ and music, as
well as Zumba sessions and food trucks, as well as volunteers at the tables and stations to provide translation. While
the County is partnering with Outdoor Latino MN, the event is open to everyone.
This public event will be funded through a grant provided by the Metropolitan Council.
Conclusion / Recommendation
This item is for informational purposes only – no action is required
Supporting Documents
None
Lead Staff
Nicole Greenwell, Communications Supervisor
Katie Haus, Parks Specialist
Karen Blaska, Park Planner

COMMITTEE INFORMATIONAL ITEM 4 – RUM RIVER CONSERVATION INITIATIVE
Parks Committee
Committee Date: May 3, 2022

County Board Date: May 10, 2022

Action Requested
To provide information to the Committee regarding the status of the Rum River Conservation Initiative.
Previous Committee / County Board Action
Conservation Partners Legacy Grant Application Approval
2020-2023 CIP Budget Allocation
Background / Analysis
The Rum River is one of the most important ecological and water resources in the north metro and is a major focus of
the Anoka County Park System. The Parks Department has partnered with the Anoka Conservation District (ACD) to
identify 80 potential sites, with moderate to very severely eroding streambanks on the Rum River in Anoka County.
Anoka County collaborated with ACD to develop a 5-year, 2-phase plan to secure grants for stabilization projects. The
plan utilizes Clean Water Funds (CWF), Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council Funds (LSOHC), and Conservation
Partners Legacy funds (CPL) for projects of varying severity and environmental outcomes. Projects on large cut banks
will be addressed with CWF and LSOHC funds and will have larger water quality benefits while minimizing future
streambank erosion.
Anoka Conservation District (ACD) has been the project manager for completing the various cedar tree revetments
and armoring projects along the Rum River on both public and private lands. To date, most projects have focused on
cedar tree revetment installation with almost 3600 linear feet completed. Low water levels and dry conditions were
very helpful in completing these projects so quickly. Over the next two years, the projects will focus on more complex
armoring and bioengineering with the goal of completing approximately 500 feet in of riverbank.
Anoka County Parks and ACD have been in discussions regarding applications for a phase 2 funding application that
would continue towards addressing the 80 identified sites along the Rum River that need stabilization.
Conclusion / Recommendation
This item is for information purposes only - no action requested.
Supporting Documents
Lessard Sams Outdoor Heritage Council Project Summary
Lead Staff
Andy Soltvedt, Assistant Director

PHASE 1 - RUM RIVER
H A B I TAT P R O J E C T
H A B I T A T, F I S H E R I E S , A N D B A N K E N H A N C E M E N T
ALONG THE RUM RIVER IN ANOKA COUNTY

PR O JE C T BAC K GROU ND
•
•
•
•
•

80 eroding streambank stretches totaling over 7 miles were inventoried along the Rum River.
Critical riparian-littoral transitional habitat is missing on these sites.
7,838 tons of sediment is delivered to the river annually, smothering habitat for mussels and spawning fish.
21 of these sites are suitable for habitat-enhancing bioengineering stabilization projects.
Bioengineering stabilization provides habitat from bank toe to bank top while protecting downstream water
quality.

AN O K A C O U N TY’S RU M R IVER
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

World Class Smallmouth Fishery
Outstanding Resource Value Water
State Wild and Scenic River
Key Reach for Species in Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN)
State Water Trail
Special Concern Mussels: Black Sandshell, Creek Heelsplitter
Threatened Turtle: Blanding’s Turtle

ST. FRANCIS

NOWTHEN

BETHEL

OAK GROVE

PR O JE C T B E N E FIT S
• Smallmouth bass habitat will be improved.
• Up to eight sites stabilized will reconnect fractured habitat.
RAMSEY
• Two special concern mussel species and one threatened turtle
species will benefit.
• Mussel protection and mitigation will be a focus during
construction.
• Projects will protect private and public land currently eroding away.

ANDOVER

ANOKA
- RUM RIV E R
- ANO K A CO UNT Y
- ME T RO CO UNT IE S
- P O T E NT IAL P RO JE CT S IT E S

COON RAPIDS

BEFORE

AF TER

BEFORE

AF TER

PHAS E 1 L S O H C PR OJ ECT S
• ACD will restore up to eight sites on private
and public lands over three years.
• Partners include Anoka County, Lower Rum
River WMO, and Upper Rum River WMO.
• Focus will be on protecting mussels during
construction and creating traversable habitat.
• Phase 1 is part of a multi-phased and pronged
approach to address Rum River erosion.

LO N G TE R M S TRAT EGY
Clean Water Fund and Conservation Legacy funds
will be sought over the next 5 years to address all
scales and project types.

BIOENGINEERING
• Stabilizes soils to prevent sedimentation of
river.
• Utilizes habitat building approaches.
• Incorporates “soft” infrastructure to establish
transitional habitat that is traversable by
animals that use both water and land.
• Reduces sediment deposition and improves
fish habitat.

COMMITTEE INFORMATIONAL ITEM 5 – CONTRACTS PROCESSED
Parks Committee
Committee Date: May 3, 2022

County Board Date: May 10, 2022

Action Requested
To provide information to the Committee regarding contracts executed by the Parks Department since the last
Committee meeting.
Previous Committee / County Board Action
Monthly Update
Background / Analysis
C0009177 Twin City Hardware Co. - Locks for Campgrounds
C0009188 Betsy Larey - Junior Golf Program
Conclusion / Recommendation
This item is for information purposes only - no action requested.
Supporting Documents
N/A
Lead Staff
Andy Soltvedt, Assistant Director

