PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA
and Meeting of the Anoka County Board of Commissioners**

Tuesday, November 1 – 9:00 am

Bunker Hills Regional Park; Bunker Park Stables
13175 County Parkway D, Andover 55304
Public Comments
Public comments are welcome at this time. In consideration of others wishing to speak, please limit comments to 2
minutes. Questions directed to the committee will not be answered immediately; however, whenever possible, all
appropriate questions will be responded to in a timely and effective manner by county staff.

Department Updates
County Board Action Items

Informational Items
1.
2.
3.
4.

Introduction of Metropolitan Council Parks and Open Space Commission Member
Rice Creek West Engagement Findings
Winter Trail Operations and Maintenance Update
Contracts Processed

** Actions taken by this Committee do not bind the County Board. In addition to the County Commissioners appointed to
this committee, additional County Commissioners may attend. Non-committee Commissioners may choose to participate
in the discussions and/or ask questions, but they will not vote on any item, nor will they agree to take a specific action on
business conducted by the committee. If their attendance and limited participation in the committee meeting is considered
a meeting of the County Board, this shall serve as notice of a County Board meeting. This shall also serve as notice of a
County Board Meeting for any committee comprised of four or more members of the board.
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F R O M T H E DIRECTOR:
Across the United States, parks and outdoor recreation positively impact the lives for millions
of people every day. Over the past year, 275 million people accessed their local parks and
outdoor recreation facilities. Parks continue to play a vital role in providing opportunities for
people to unwind in local parks, trails, and public spaces.
Over the past seven years, the research team of the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) has conducted a yearly survey to better understand how people connect with parks and
recreation across the United States. The report provides park and recreation professionals and
advocates, policymakers, and other key stakeholders with insights into how local park facilities
impact the lives of people in our nation.
The 2022 NRPA Engagement with Parks Report makes a very clear point: people place a high
value on the programs and services that park agencies deliver to their local communities every
day and strongly support their mission. The public’s strong and broad-based support for parks
and outdoor recreation continues to be demonstrated through our ever-changing world.
Key findings of the 2022 Engagement with Parks Report include:
• 275 million people in the United States visited a local park or recreation facility at least
once during the past year
• Nearly 3 in 4 U.S. residents have at least one local park, playground, open space, or
recreation center within walking distance of their homes
• 84% of U.S. adults seek high-quality parks and outdoor recreation when choosing a place
to live
• Approximately 9 in 10 people agree that parks and outdoor recreation is an important
service provided by their local governments
• Nearly 9 in 10 people agree that it is important to fund local park agencies to ensure every
member of the community has access to park amenities and programming
In conclusion, parks help to transform our cities and counties into vibrant, healthy communities
while enriching the lives of its citizens. People across Anoka County continue to visit to their
favorite parks, trails, and open space areas to remain physically active, decompress and to
connect with the outdoors. The Anoka County Parks Department is truly honored to play a vital
role in positively impacting the quality of life in Anoka County.
Jeff Perry
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CHANGING OF THE SEASONS
As the leaves change color and summer winds
down, maintenance staff are extremely busy
preparing the many park facilities for the winter.
This includes 32 picnic pavilions, 166 campsites,
20 restroom buildings, 6 gatehouses, 4 beaches,
and 9 irrigation systems. Each of these facilities
require specialized knowledge and equipment
to properly winterize. Parkkeepers diligently
work with each other and their supervisors to
coordinate this work in a timely manner. Staff are
also actively cleaning up leaves, moving summer
equipment into storage and working with the
Fleet Department to make sure the winter
equipment is serviced and prepared for the winter season ahead. Parkkeepers look forward to
providing an enjoyable winter experience for all park visitors.

COON LAKE REGIONAL PARK
In 2021, the Met Council approved the addition of
Coon Lake County Park into the Regional System.
In order to qualify for regional parks funding
opportunities, the County is required to develop a
long range plan for the park and submit it to the Met
Council for approval. Parks staff have been working on
the plan and spent several months seeking public input.
A concept plan has been drafted and is currently being
shared with the public. Once the plan is complete,
there will be a 60-day comment period to provide
feedback and the County will take the plan to local
cities for their support. When the County approves a
resolution of support for the plan, it will be submitted
to the Met Council for final review and approval.
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FIREWOOD PROCESSOR
REPLACEMENT AND UPGRADE
Last month, the Natural Resources Unit procurred a new firewood processing unit to replace
the unit that had been in service for the past 15 years. The new machine was built by
Multitek, who delivered the unit, provided training, reviewed maintenance and operation to
crew members, and hauled away the old unit to use as credit towards the new unit. The new
unit has many improved features that will increase productivity, be more ergonomic for the
operators, allows us to process a wider variety of logs into firewood, and reduces the amount
of waste material. Staff also worked with the Highway Department to regrade and pour a
permanent slab for the machine that will improve the work flow and maintenance. This is a
valuable improvement to the process we have been adapting over the years and will allow us
to better utilize the wood resources for campgrounds and the public firewood sale.

VISIT AN ANOKA COUNTY PARK!
There are so many things to explore in the Anoka County Park
System. Anoka County encourages park usage by offering free
entry to the parks every second Tuesday of the month. This
allows everyone the opportunity to get out and explore the
parks! Some of the fall and winter attractions include biking
and hiking trails, dog parks, rental buildings, disc golf courses,
hay rides and horse trails and public access to the many
wonderful lakes, rivers and streams across Anoka County.
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HERITAGE LAB AT WARGO
WARGO NATURE CENTER H E R I TA G E L A B
S E P T E M BE R 1 3 - OCT OBER 7, 2022

It was a lovely fall for Wargo Nature Center’s annual Heritage Lab program. Thank you to
Connexus Energy for their continuing support. Heritage Lab is an immersive living history
field trip experience held at the Heritage Lab site in the Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park
Reserve, directly across the road from Wargo Nature Center. This year’s topic was Voyageurs,
focusing on the time of fur trading in Minnesota. A mix of public, private and homeschool
groups attended with more than 2,300 participants. Students come for a full-day field trip,
visiting 7 stations on different topics related to the era. Through active experiences, the
students learned about topics such as beavers, buffalo, the historical painting of Frances Ann
Hopkins, the adventures of Father Goiffon, Voyageur games, Voyageur songs and learned how
to barter in the trading post. Thanks to Gibbs Farm (Ramsey Co Historical Society) and the
Anoka County Historical Society for presenting. The parks department looks forward to this
continued partnership!
RI CE CREEK CH A I N O F LA KES PAR K R E S E RV E
LI N O LA KE S, MN

FROST DELAYS
After a busy summer at Chomonix Golf Course, play on the
course has started to slow down into the fall. The leagues have
officially completed their seasons and the last tournament was
held on October 1. Frost delays are becoming more common as
the first snow fall appeared on October 14. The maintenance
crew is busy keeping up with the falling leaves. It seems to be
a never ending battle at this time of year. On October 25, the
irrigation blowout of all the water lines throughout the golf
course was completed. It is very important to get this done
before pipes start freezing. To help complete the job, Dan
Mosley of MTI Distributing was hired. Dan is the areas foremost
expert on irrigation systems. He brings a huge air compressor
that hooks up to the pump house. Chomonix staff then goes
through each zone turning on every sprinkler head throughout
the course until all of the water is blown out. There are
approximately 400 sprinkler heads around the course.
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ANOKA COUNTY BOARD INFORMATIONAL ITEM
November 1, 2022
Parks Department
ACTION REQUESTED

For the Committee to meet the Metropolitan Council Parks and Open Space
Commission Member representing District E in Anoka County, Jeremy
Peichel.

BACKGROUND

The Metropolitan Parks and Open Space Commission (MPOSC) helps the
Met Council develop a long-range policy plan, and reviews park and trail
master plans for consistency with these policies. The commission reviews
and advises the Met Council on an acquisition and development program,
including funding priorities for regional parks and trails.
MPOSC works in coordination with 10 regional park implementing agencies
(counties, cities, and special park districts).
MPOSC members
• Tony Yarusso, Mahtomedi - Chair, At-Large Representative
•

Monica Dillenburg - District A (Met Council Districts 1 & 2)

•

Robert Moeller, Chaska - District B (3 & 4)

•

Cana Yang - District C (5 & 6)

•

Assata Brown - District D (7 & 8)

•

Jeremy Peichel, Roseville - District E (9 & 10)

•

Cecily Harris, Marine on St. Croix - District F (11 & 12)

•

Anthony Taylor, St. Paul - District G (13 & 14)

•

Todd Kemery, Lakeville - District H (15 & 16)

See attached MPOSC District Map for refence.

SOLUTIONS

N/A

FUNDING SOURCE

N/A

(Levy dollars, IT fund, building
fund, asset preservation,
carryover dollars, etc.)

CONCLUSION

N/A

RECOMMENDATIONS

This item is for informational purposes only – no action recommended.

ANOKA COUNTY BOARD INFORMATIONAL ITEM
November 1, 2022
Parks Department
ACTION REQUESTED

For the Committee to review and comments on the findings from the Rice
Creek West Regional Trail public engagement.

BACKGROUND

The Parks Department is working on an update to the Rice Creek West
Regional Trail Corridor Master Plan, which was last updated in 2011.
Public engagement was conducted over the summer and into the fall
as part of the planning process. The Parks Department would like
share the findings with the Committee for review and comment.

SOLUTIONS

N/A

FUNDING SOURCE

N/A

CONCLUSION

N/A

RECOMMENDATIONS

Provide comment to the Parks Department on the public engagement
findings for the Rice Creek West Regional Trail long term planning.

(Levy dollars, IT fund, building
fund, asset preservation,
carryover dollars, etc.)
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Locke Park JPA
Visioning Meeting Anoka County and City of Fridley August 30, 2021
City Vision
We believe Fridley will be a safe, vibrant, friendly, and stable home for families and businesses.
Fridley Park Vision
Fridley's Park system will increase the wellbeing of our community by providing people of all ages
and abilities with opportunities for active living, social connections, wellness, and nature."
Locke Park Vision
Locke Park will achieve the City's and Park System's overall vision by providing persons of all
abilities and ages the opportunity for enjoyment within a nature-based environment.
Specifically, this will be achieved by:
Actively through accessible trails, maintenance of Rice Creek, expanded nature-based
•
programs and gathering places.
Passively through the natural amenities of the forest, trails, creek, and interpretive
•
opportunities.
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QUESTIONS?
THANK YOU!

Anoka County Parks
Jeff Perry, Parks Director
jeff.perry@co.anoka.mn.us
763-324-3409
Karen Blaska, Park Planner
karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us
763-324-3412
29

29

15

ANOKA COUNTY BOARD INFORMATIONAL ITEM
November 1, 2022
PARKS DEPARTMENT
ACTION REQUESTED

To provide information to the Committee regarding winter trails operation
and maintenance.

BACKGROUND

The Parks Department continues to review winter trail use and recreation
activity requests each year. Based off feedback from users, maintenance
personnel and regional use information, changes are recommended to best
utilize trails and amenities for park guests.
Department staff are recommending one change for the 2022-23 winter
season for trail use at Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park. This change would be
to not provide groomed ski trails within the park due to low usage by skiers,
increased demand for winter walking/biking trails, and challenging
conditions to provide quality ski trail conditions.
In 2021-22 ski trails were not established in the south loop of the park due
to the Coon Creek bridge closure and asphalt paths were plowed instead for
winter walking. This was very well received by park users. For 2022-23, staff
are recommending plowing the asphalt trail along the north section of the
park that will connect near the entrance at Mississippi Blvd. This will provide
walking connections through the entire park and into the residential areas to
the north.
Winter operations and snow removal are conducted on a priority basis. For
snow removal, roadways and parking areas for reserved or staffed facilities
are addressed first, followed by first and second tier priority use paved trails.
Lighter used areas and trails are cleared as staff is available. For ski trail
grooming, parks are addressed in order of heaviest use, Bunker Hills,
Chomonix Golf Course, then Rum River Central. Depending on snow events
and staffing, operations may need to be adjusted as the season progresses.

SOLUTIONS

N/A

FUNDING SOURCE

N/A

CONCLUSION

This item is for information purposes only.

RECOMMENDATIONS

No action recommended.

(Levy dollars, IT fund, building
fund, asset preservation,
carryover dollars, etc.)
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ANOKA COUNTY BOARD INFORMATIONAL ITEM
November 1, 2022
PARKS DEPARTMENT
ACTION REQUESTED

To provide information to the Committee regarding contracts executed by
the Parks Department since the last Committee meeting.

BACKGROUND

C0008584A - Septic Check Amendment
C0009634 - Martin Lake 2022 AIS Grant Agreement
C0009635 - Linwood Lake 2022 AIS Grant Agreement
C0009636 - Lake George 2022 AIS Grant Agreement
C0009637 - Coon Lake 2022 AIS Grant Agreement

SOLUTIONS

N/A

FUNDING SOURCE

Contracts are funded through various funding sources including operational
budgets and grants.

CONCLUSION

This item is for information purposes only.

RECOMMENDATIONS

No action recommended.

(Levy dollars, IT fund, building
fund, asset preservation,
carryover dollars, etc.)

