
Recent Study Developments
The purpose of this study is to plan for intermediate, long range, and ultimate transportation improvements along the CSAH 34 (Birch Street) 
Corridor in order to address congestion, safety, access, and mobility concerns.  Since the study began corridor issues and needs have been 
identifi ed, an analysis of the existing and future conditions has been completed, roadway and trail concept alternatives have been developed 
and evaluated, and a preliminary staging plan for the future corridor improvements has been proposed.  The following is an overview of 
the recent project developments.  Please visit the project website at  http://ww2.anokacounty.us/v3_highway/CSAH34  for more 
information.

Conceptual Roadway and Trail Alternative Evaluation
The proposed improvement program for the CSAH 34 corridor will not be completed all at once.  Instead, improvements will be staged over 
the next 20 plus years, based on safety and capacity needs, amount of corridor development, available funding, and benefi ts from interim 
improvements.  The roadway widening proposals noted below represent the improvements anticipated to be needed during the “ultimate” 
project timeframe (2030 +).  

Based on stakeholder 
input and the technical 
analysis completed, 
three “ultimate” roadway 
concept alternatives 
(two-lane divided, 
four-lane divided, and 
two-lane/four-lane 
divided combination) 
and a no build alternative 
were prepared.  These 
alternatives were 
evaluated based on 
criteria developed that 
support the study purpose and need objectives (e.g., improving safety and mobility along the corridor, and coordinating improvements with 
land use and the environment).  Based on this evaluation, the four-lane/two-lane divided roadway concept alternative was carried forward 
for further analysis.  Additionally a future trail system plan was prepared.  In each case, the corridor and trail proposals were reviewed by 
the Technical Advisory Committee and Neighborhood Advisory Committees. The map presents the proposed, ultimate corridor concept 
(estimated year 2030 or later), as well as potential CSAH 34 pedestrian crossing locations and facilities. 

Potential Right of Way Impacts of Corridor Concept
The right-of-way impacts associated with the proposed ultimate corridor roadway and trail concepts are expected to be minimal.  
Implementation of the ultimate improvement concept will generally require 120 feet of right-of-way throughout the corridor which will 
include trails on both sides of the roadway, boulevards, a raised median, and the paved roadway surface (actual roadway surface width will 
range from 59 feet to 88 feet, based on lane confi guration).  The existing right-of-way in the segment from CSAH 49 (Hodgeson Road) to Old 
Birch Street (west leg) ranges from 100 to 120 feet, and approximately 75 percent of this segment will require no additional right-of-way for 
roadway/trail purposes.  Existing right-of-way in the segment from Old Birch Street (west leg) to CSAH 21 (Centerville Road) is generally 
120 feet and the recommended improvements will require no additional right-of-way (except at intersections).  The existing right-of-way for 
the segment from CSAH 21 (Centerville Road) to CSAH 54 (20th Avenue) ranges from 66 to 93 feet.  The recommended improvements will 
require some right-of-way acquisition in this segment; however, as much of this segment is currently undeveloped agricultural land, with 
good planning, any future development can be platted in a manner that minimizes impacts. 
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